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Interefting Particulars of the Perfon, Charaéter, and 
Pecuharitees of the celebrated Linnaus, 


[From Dr. Stoever’s Life of Sir Charles Linnzus, tranflated from 
the Original German, by Jofeph ‘Trapp, A. M.] 


(Continued from Page 88.) 


N the common focial intercourfe he was fond of conver-~ 
fation, kind and condefcending toward his inferiors,;—and 
at the fame time, a prepofleffed and enthufiattic friend of re- 
putation and honour. His coat of arms bore for its motto the 
words, with which Anchifes {pirits up Aéneas, and Pallas in- 
vokes Hercules: “ Famam extendere faétis.”’—* To {pread 
fame by deeds.” The truth of this motto he fully realized. 
Honour was in him, as in other eminent men, the fource of 
hisgreatnefs. “The liberal will in other refpeéts hardly deem it 
neceflary to glofs over by apologies that manifeftation of felf- 
love, which is generally infeparable from true honour, 

“ Linnzus is cenfured,” fays Dean Back, * for having 
afpired at univerfal dominion in botany, and for having been 
angry with thofe who ftrove like him to acquire eminence in 
that fcience. Jealoufy is almoft conftantly found to operate 
upon greatmen. And the republic of icience has neither 
Pompeys nor Czefars, Exclufive domination in the regions of 
literary eminence belongs to him alone who has truth on his 
fide ; nature confirms the truth, while time on the other hand, 
deftroys prefumption and caprices. And who had more virtue 
Vou. XXVII, 678, Q and 
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and more merit on his fide than Linnzus ? Who could with 
greater right raife himfelf the monarch of natural fcience? 
Hence how generally and voluntarily have his laws been 
adopted.” We will readily allow that Linnzeus wihhed to ac- 
quire honour by his labours: But he did not negleSt, as his 
pupils can prove, to pay proper homage to the difcoveries of 
other men. He mentioned with gratitude all thofe, who 
fhowed or fent him the leaft curiofities of nature. He thought 
it was his prerogative, tofeeand defcribe thofe plants, which 
his difciples procured by refources of their own. He ac- 
knowledged their confidence asa {trong mark of politenels ; 
but whe n they loft fight of this confidence, he could not 
forbear expreffing his difpleafure. In other refpects he did not 
like to fpeak publicly of things which he had not feen himfelf, 

The arms of Linnzeus were perhaps the moft exprefiive of 
any learned mau of the age ; atthe top above the helmet was 
the plant which bears his name, and whofe leaves hung down 
on both fides ; in the centre of the divifions was an egg, —an 
allufon tothe principle of Harvey : “ Omne animal ex ove,” 
and to the bafis of his fexual {yftem : “ Omnis planta e femine;” 
—at the top was a crown, and on each fide another, fignifying 
the three reigns of nature, and borrowed from the medal which 
Count Teflin had ordered to be ftruck in honour of him; 
from below ‘appeared the order of the Polar Star, encompafled 
by his motto: Famam extendere faciis. 

‘The band which Linnzus wrote, was upon the whole of a 
diminutive fize, but remarkably plain, and well formed fora 
literatus. In the earlier part of his life it muft even have been 
remarked as a fine hand. 

One'of the moft diftingvifhed attributes of the mind of 
Linnzeus were his religious fentiments, and his profound adora- 
tion of the divinity. He refembledin this refpect, Newton 
Haller, Locke, Euler, and others, whofe refpect of religion 
rendered theic knowledge fliil more eftimable. “The deeper he 
penetrated into the fecrets of ni ture, the more he adaiired the 
wifdom of her creator. He praifed this wifdom in his works, 
recommended it by his {peeches, aad henoured it in his aclions 
Whenever he found an opportunity of expatiating on the 
greatncls, the providence, aad omnipotence of Ged, which 
frequently happened ia his lectures and botanical excurfions, 
- his tcart glowed with a celefiial fire, and his mouth poured 

forth torrents of admirable elogucace. This made him one 
of the bet iaculcators of morality ; he inttilled by fo doing 
familar {pirit of rclizion into we brealt ef its pupils, He keps 


as 











qu: 
the 
me 
im: 
inti 
Cou 
ties 
of | 
eve! 
ther 
and 
all 
min 
to al 
tack 
did] 
whic 
the 
perf 
temp 
med; 








with 
nce ? 
been 
0ace 
5 his 
“3 of 
who 
ught 
vhich 
2 aCe 
nefs ; 
1 not 
1 not 
mfelf, 
ive of 
t was 
down 
—an 
ovo,” 
nines” 
ifying 
which 
him; 
pafled 


» of a 
for a 
e been 


nd of 
adota« 
>WtONy 
Jigion 
per he 
ed the 
works, 
Elions. 
m the 
which 
ir fions, 
poured 
nn one 
joing 4 
e kepty 


as 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 103 


as we already obferved, adiary like Haller, in which he re- 
corded the principal occurrences of his life. Befide this, he 
had begun to write a little work in 1733, which he called 
Nemefis Divina; and in which he recorded, as it were for his 
own warning, the punifhments inflicted by Providence, and 
thofe cataftrophes and adverfities which befel others, and which 
from long experience, he had either forefeen or had a pre- 
fentimentof. Over the door of the hall, in which he gave his 
le@tures, was the following infcription: “ IJnnocuéi vivite ! 
Numen adeft 1?— Live guiltlefs ! God obferves you !”’*— 
Hecould never think on the wonderful paths in which the 
Almighty had guided him without being moved, ard without 
thanking his Providence for all the proofs of his grace and 
mercy. He concluded the tract which contains the occur- 
rences of his life with thefe words: “ The Lord was with 
thee, where ever thou didft go, &c.” 

One of his celebrated pupils, the late Chevalier Murray of 
Goettingen, when publicly announcing the death of his great 
teacher in 1778, added the following illuftration of bis cha- 
racter.—S¢ @ very candid and impartial mind cannot but ac- 
knowledge how much natural hiftory ftands indebted to Lin 
nzus for his writings, for his le€tures, for his correfpondence, 
for his moft a€tive zeal, and for fending the ableft pupils to all 
quarters of the globe; and with regard to medicine, for fixing 
the folid bafis of a fuccefsful practice and afcertaining the re- 
medies. By the order, truth, precifion, and perfection, and the 
immediate application of theory to pradtical ufey which he 
introduced in his favourite fcience, he not only weaned his 
countrymen from a whimfical and pretended ftudy of antiqui- 
ties, but kindled in all Europe and in other enlightened parts 
of the world, an enthufiaftic love of natural hiftory, which 
even captivated monarchs, As long as the world fhall exift, 
there will be opportunities of making alterations, additions, 
and commentaries ia certain learned productions ; but wisat is 
all this, if compared to the merits of an original creator? His 
mind was too elevated and too noble tohave ever fuffered him 
to abufe or vex even thofe who had cowardly and morofely ate 
tackedhim., Notaline of fuch atendency obfcures his {plens 
didliterary career. The Swedifh court expreffed the citcem 
which it felt forhim, not only by promoting and facilitating 
the progrefs of his fcience, but alfo by conferring upon him 
perlonal rewards 5 he graced the prefence of his King ; in the 
temple which is confecrated to nature at Drottningholm, a 
medallion reprefenting him is fufpended amid the moft illuftri. 
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ous Swedes, and a fuperb maufoleum has been ereted to him 
fince his death.—Many of his countrymen, heedlefs of the 
dangers which abound on the ftormy feas and in wilderneffes, 
the repairs of ferocious beafts, expofed themfelves, merely to 
gratify their vencrable profeflor by natural collections. One 
of them fent hima fervice of porcelain from China, purpofely 
manufactured tor him, and bearing a reprefentation of the Line 
nza Borealis on the outfide. - Others attempted by their pencil, 
or chifel, to render imperifhable their name by publithing his 
portrait. As long as Linnzus preferved the faculty of think- 
ing, he conftantly had in his mind his darling motto: Famam 
extendere faé?is—It raifed him from the humbieft obfcurity to 
the fummit of permanent fame.” 

“ Tender to his friends,” fays Condorcet in his panegyric, 
delivered before the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
“¢ amiable and blithfome in familiar converfe, noble with the 
great, plainand good-natured to his interiors, Linnzus never 
purchafed by bafenefs the privilege of making others feel the 
humiliating weight of pride; and was the lets — of affec- 
ting a precarious prerogative than he was confideftt of his real 
greatnefs. Rich by the munificence of his court, he never 
deviated from that fimplicity of life, from which no man can 
firay without being punifhed by ridicule and lonelinefs.”—A 
fhort time after he had fuffered an apople@iic ftroke, he coms 
poled a brief account of his life, and feat it to this Academy 
to furnifh materials for his panegyric. In this production he 
{peaks with as much candour of his labours and difcoveries as 
he does of his faults— Heowns thathe might perhaps be 
too cafily moved or irritated ; that he is but flow in adopting 
opinions, and perfeveres perhaps with too much obftinacy ia 
thofe which he had once received; that he was not pofleffed of 
moderation fufficient to refift the cenfure and the contracictions 
of his rivals—~Such avowals only prove, that Linnzus was 
paffionately fond of fame, and that this paffion like all others is 
fubjeét to frailties and excefles. But how fmail isthe number 
of men who have that courage which he had to own thei 
frailties.” 

Thus the care which he took of his Eulogium, and which in 
another man might perhaps have been the mere impulfe of 
vanity, was in him but a freth proof of his love of truth 
After having combated errors all his life time, he would not 
palliate thofe which admiration or envy might have urged for ot 
againft him. 
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The extraordinary !aconifm in the works of Linnzus, and 
perhaps the too frequent ufe of fyftematic defcription, render 
the perufal of them difficult; they require morc being ftudied 
than read 3 but afford afterward a rich compenfation in the 
precifion of his ideas, and in the advantage of prefenting, all 
at once, a multiplicity of refults. Linnz:s was well aware 
that naked truth poflefled the moft captivating charms, and that 
thofe ornamen's which are ufed to fet her off, ferve only to 
mafk her. He was more eager to form naturalifts and to in- 
ftruct ftudents than to entertain amateurs. The powers of 
eloquence which allure the latter and pleafe the idle fancy, were 
2 gift which he never defired to make hisown. His country 
men, at the fame time, on in the works which he wrote in 
his mother tongue, an elegant and pleafant diction, and that 
kind of eloqueuce, w hich, ; among all others, is the moit enrap- 
turing, and perhaps the only one peculiarly adapted to philo- 
fophical works, I mean that eloquence which comprifes many 
thoughts ina few words, and exprefles new and impor:ant 
truths, in a noble and artlefs language. 

In all the works of Linnzus, there reigns a profound adorae 
tion of Providence, a lively admirati n o} the greatnefs and 
wifdom of his ways, and a tender gratite ide for his benefits. 
He believed in Providence, becaule his daily obfervations upon 
nature furnifhed him with frefh proofs of her fublime immens 
fity, and he daily faw inftances of it before his eyes. 

(To be continued.) 





SINGULAR CHARACTER, 


ATELY died, in the 80th year of hisage, Mr. John 
Fyfield, of Stanbridze, near Romfey, in Hampthire—a 
man we a neti eccentric turn of mind and great fingularity of 
conduct, The Manor of Stanbridge he inherited from his 
ancettors, and it had been many generations in his family. “4 
was of a penurious difpofition, yet would fcarcely ever fufle 
any of the timber on his eftate to be felled, thoug ‘leshaiaded 
with the fineft in the county, a great deal of which was 
Yearly perifhing: ‘The price of 50 guineas had indeed once 
tempied him to part withhis far-famed Oak Tree, but he re= 
pented of his bargain, and was happy to re- purchafe it, almoft 
immediately after, at a higher prices All repairs of his 
manfion were prohibited, as an ufelefs extravazance that would 


bring him to poverty 5 and whilit iuch‘a fuperfluity of mae 


terials 
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terials as would amply have re-paid the expences, and rendered 
his habitation comfortable, were rotting athis door, he chofe 
rather to rcfide in it with the roof in many places open to the 
heavens, with hardly an apartment that afforded fhelter from 
the weather, and with the joifts and floors rotting with the 
wet that entered ; the out-buildings wereina fimilar flate of 
decay, and their repair was alike prohibited. He was totally 
blind for many of thelatter years of his life, when his chief 
enjoyment was a fingle pint of ftrong beer, which he ufually 
quaffed twice or thrice a week, at the Duke’s Head at Great 
Bridge, (about a mile from his own houfe) whither he was led 
by a boy that conftantly attended him, Fora long feries of 
time he had a ftrong antipathy tothe making of a will, con- 
fidering it as a preludeto a fpeedy death; but the arguments 
of his late wife, (whofe amiable demeanour, and confequent 
influence, reprefled or turned into a harmiefs channe] many of 
his fingularities) and her reprefentations of the unprovided ftate 
of his younger children, at length prevailed over his prejudices, 
and induced him to leave them handfome legacies. With ail 
his oddities, he had a heart open to friendfhip, and has free 
quently given fub{lantial proofs of his regard for thofe who 
could indulge him in them. His landed eftates, which are 
pretty confiderable, go tohis eldeft fon, and are fuppofed io 
have fufficient timber on them, in want of feliing, to pay the 
legacies. 


The remarkable Hiftory of Don Pedro King of Portugal, 
and of has unfortunate Confort Dona Ignez de Caftro. 


[from Murphy’s Travels io Portugal. ] 


{ TIGUOUS tothe tranfept of the church belonging 
to the royal monaftery of Alcabaca, fifteen leagues north 
of Lifbon, there is a Gothic maufoleum of hewn {tone, in the 
midtt of which are two magnificent fepulchres of white mar- 
ble, containing the remains of Don Pedro the Firft, King of 
Portugal, and of Dona Ignez de Caftro, his confort, 

A cumbent effigy of each, the fize of life, is placed on 
their refpective tombs ; by which the former is reprefented 
with along beard, a feverc countenance, and in the act o 
drawing his fword. The latter is reprefented with a beautital 
innocent countei ance 3 drefled in royal robes, and adorned 
with the diadem, 9 
There 
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There are but few perfonages recorded in hiftory, who have 
een oftener celebrated by dramatic writers than this Princefs. 
There have been nolefs than five tragedies formed from her 
pitiful narrative; viz twoin 2 one in French, one in 
Spanifh, and one in Portuguefe. The latter, perhaps, ap- 
proaches the neareft to the teuth of biftaty 4 and is not inferior 
in point of poetical merit. The author, Senhor Nicola Luis, 
had no occafion to refort to fiction to heighten the patfions of an 
audience, as the fimple faéts are fufficient to fill up all the {cenes 
of pity and terror, and to thew to what lengths love and ree 
venge are capable of tranfporting the human mind. 

The fubject of this tragical piece is as follows: Don Pedro, 
fon of Alonfo the Fourth, King of Portugal, and heir apparent 
to the crown, having fallen in love with a lady of the court, 
named Dona Ignez de Caftro, thought he could not fhare the 
crown which awaited him with a more amiable perfon, She 
united to all the charms of beauty, the moft graceful and ac- 
complifhed manners. The Prince, waving all confiderations 
of birth and fortune, was privately married to her by the Bifhop 
of Guarda. 

Notwithftanding the nuptials were performed with all the 
fecrecy imaginable, yet they reached the King’s ear, wha had 
premeditated a confort for Don Pedroin the King of Caftile’s 
daughter, He queftioned him asto the truth of the report ; 
but knowing his father’s — trary difpofition, he thought it pru- 
dent then to conceal the fad. 

The nobility alfo had intimation of the marriage, and the 
preference given to lanez had awakened thei rjealoufy. Hence 
they took every opportunity of reprefenting her as a woman 
of the greateft ambition, and pretended that very fatal con- 
fequences were to be apprehended from fuch an aliiance; they 
alfo condemned the Prince as a rath and difobedient fon. 

The King, who was aman of weak underitanding, gave 
ear to their calumny, and they worked upon his paffions to that 
degree, that he refolved to murder the unfortunate Princess. 
Accordingly, he {et outto perpetrate the horrid deed, accom- 
panied by three Jey his courtiers and a number of armed men. 
A Dona ignez at this time refided in Coimbra, in the palace of 
Santa Clara, where fhe pafled her time in the moft private 
manner, educating her children, and attending to the duties of 
aer dome tic aff. ir. 
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knees, {creaming aloud for mercy. 
feet, bathes them with tears, and fupplicates pity for her chil- 
dren, befeeching him to banith her to fome remote defert, where 
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fhe would gladly wander an exile with her babes. 


The feelings of nature arrefted his arm, juft raifed to plunge 
But his counfellors urging the necet- 
fity of her death, and reproaching him forhis difregard to the 
weliare of the nation, he relapfed into his former ;efolution, 
and commanded them to difpatch her; at which they rufhed 
forward, regardlefs of the cries of innocence and beauty, and 


a dagger into her breaft. 


inftantly ftruck off her head ! 


This affe@ing fcene forms part of an epifode in the Lufiad 


of Camoens, thus tranflated by Mr, Mickle : 
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Dragg’d from her bower by murderous ruffian hands, 
Before the frowning King fair Inez ftands ; 

Her tears of artlefs innocence, her air 

So mild, fo lovely, and her face fo fair, 

Mov’d the ftern monarch ; when with eager zeal 
Her fierce deftroyers urg’d the public weal; 

Dread rage again the tyrant’s foul pofictt. 

And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confeft ; 
O’er her fair face a fudden palenefs {pread, 

Her throbbing heart with generous anguifh bled, 
Her beauteous eyes in trembling tear-drops drown’d, 
To heaven fhe lifted, but her hands were bound ; 
Then on her infants turn’d the piteous glance, 

The look of bleeding wee ; the babes advance. 
The lovely captive thus :—Oh monarch, hear, 

If e’er tothee the name of man was dear, 

If prowling tigers, or the woli’s wild brood, 
Infpir’d by Nature with the luft of blood, 

Have yet been mov’d the weeping babe to {pare, 
Nor left, but tended with a nurfe’s care ; 

As Rome’s great founders to the world were given 5 
Shalt thou, who wear’ ft the facred ftamp of Heaven, 
The human form divine, fhalt thou deny 

That aid, that pity, which e’cn beafts fupply ? 

Oh, that thy heart were, as thy looks declare, 

Ot human mould, fuperfluous were my prayer 5 
‘Thou could’it not thena helple(s damifel flay, 
Whole fole offence in ond affeétion lay. 

Ah, let my woes, unconfcious of a crime, 

Procure mine cxile to fome barbarous cline : 
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« Give me to wander o’er the burving plains 

¢ Of Lybia’s defarts, or the wild domains 

‘ Of Scythia’s fnow-clad rocks and frozen fhore ; 
There let me, hopelefs of return, deplore 

Where ghaftly horror fills the dreary vale, 

Where thrieks and howlings die on every gale, 
The lions roaring, and the tiger’s vell 

There with mine infant race confign’d to dwell 5 
« There let me try that picty to find, 

In vain by me implor’d for human kind: 

There in fome dreary cavern’s rocky womb, 
Amid the horrors of fepulchral gloom, 

For him whofe love I mourn, my love fhall glow, 
The figh fhall aurmur and the tear hall flow. 

In ears the utter’d—as the frozen fnow 

Touch’d by the fpring’s mild ray, beginsto flows 
So juft began to melt his ftubdorn foul, 

As mild-ray’d pity o’er the tyrant ftole; 

But deftiny forbade: With eager zeal, 

Again pretended for the public weal, 

Her fierce accufers urg’d her fpeedy doom ; 

Again dark rage diffus’d its horrid gloom 

O’er ftern Alonzo’s brow : Swift at the fign, 
Their (words untheath’d around her brandifh’d thine; 
Oh foul difgrace, of knightheod lafting ftain, 

By men of arms an helplefs lady flain ! 

Incz, while her eyes to Heaven ~ppeal, 
Refigns her bofom to the murdering fteel : 

That fnowy neck, whofe matchiefs form fuftain’d 
The lovelieft face, where all the Graces reign’d, 
That fnowy neck was ftain’d with {pouting gore, 
Another {word her lovely bofom tore. 

The flower, that gliften’d with her tears bedew’d, 
Now (hrunk and languilh’d, with her blood imbru’d, 
« As whena rofe erewhile of bloom fo gay, 
Thrown from the carclefs virgin’s breaft away, 
Lies faded on the plain, the living red, 

« The fnowy white, and all its fragrance fled ; 

“ So from her checks the rofes dy’d away, 

“ And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay : 

With dreadful {milcs, and crimfon’d with her blood, 
“ Round the wan victim the {tern murderers ftood, 
“ O fun, couldit thou fo foul a crime behold, 

« Nor veil thine head in darknefs, as of old, 
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“ A fudden night unwonted horror catt 

« ©’er that dire banquet, where the fires repaft, 

“© The.fon’s torn limbs fuppiied !—yet you, ye vales! 
“ Y e diftant forelts, 2 an . ye fldwery dates! 
«© When pale and finking to the dreadful fal 
«¢ ‘You heard her terse ing tips on Pedro eal 
“© Your faithful echoes cought the parting feu 
“ And Pedro! Pedro! mournful, fi 1d around.” 


oct 


3 
Nc, 


}.ustaAp, Book iii, 


Soon after the above tranfaction the Prince arrived; but, 
itch 


alas ! found thefe eyes that were wont to watch his return 


with impatience, cl lofed in death, The fight of his beloved 


rac 


Ignez weltering in gore filled his ‘mind witn diftraction, and 
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kindled every ipark of revenge within his foul. In all the | 


agony of rage, the called aloud on the aven: nging hand of Heae 


over himof all he held 


ven to punifh thofe monfters who de 
dear upon earth. 

As {con as her remains wer e interre i 1¢ put himfelf at the 
head of an army, who ess mpathized with his diftrefs; they care 
ried fireand {werd through rr adjacent provinces, and laid 

' 


watte tlie eftates of the murderers. The royal troops could 
not oppole them; they fled at the appearance of the gallant 
1. 






ngers of inn locence. 

But the King, wretched man! could not fly from himfelf; 
the cries of his grand-children ftill echoed in his ears, and the 
bleeding image of their unfortunate mother was conftantly 
before hi seyess Deathat length commiferated his fituation, 
and he expired full of repentance for bis accumulated crimes 


. 


He was an undutiful fon, an unnatural brother, and a cruel fae 


AY 


Po) 


The Prince now afeended the throne, in the thirty-feventh 


year of his age. Heno feener obtained the power, than he 
meditated to revenze the death of his beloved Ionez. The 


2 ’ an ) ! Y ] > * Ps 
three murcerers; namely, Pecro Coello, Diego Lopez Paches, 
“ad ' rh. se Sd : y : h 
and Alvaro Gonfalvez, had fled into Caftile, previous to the 


Ivez, hi { 
deathof the late King, ‘The Prince ordered them to be tries 
onacharge ef high treafon, and being found guilty, their 
{ta were confifcated. Wext, he contrived to feize theif 
perfons by agreeing withthe Kine of Caftile that both thould 
I rocaity del. ver up the P svete and Caftilian fugitives 
vi lovpht protection ta their rcipective dominions. Gone 
fp Coello were aceord arrefted, and fent in chains 
te reort i Pachea efcaped 3 lrauce. 


The | 
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The King was at Santerem when the delinquents were 
broucht tohim ; he a orderedthem to be laid on a 
pyre that was previoufly formed, conti; guous to which he had 
a banquet pre epared, Before the torch was kindled, and while 
they agonized at every pore under the moft lingering tortures, 
their hearts were cut out, one at wl — lt, the other at his 
back. Laftly, the pyre was fet on a blaze, inprefence of 
which he dined, while they evaporated in flames. 

Having thus tar appeafed his infatiable thirit of revenge, h 
ordered his marriage with Dona Iygnez to be publifh ed 
throughout the kingdom ; then her body was tak 3 
fepulchre, covered with regal robes, and placed on a mage 
nificent throne, around which his cnieilichs afiembled, and did 
homage to their lawiul Queen. 

Aiter this ceremony, he + corple was tranflated from Coimbra 
to Alcobaca, with a pomp hitherto unknown in the kingdom ; 
though the diftance between thele two places is fifty-two miles, 
yet the road was lined on both fides ail the way, with people 
holdin; glighted tapers. ‘The funeral was attended by ali the 
noblemen and gentlemen in Portugal, drefied in long mourning 
cloaks ; their ladies alfo attended drefled in white mourning 
veils, 

The cloud which the above difafter caft over the mind of 
Don Pedro was never totally difperfed; and as he lived ina ftate 

of celibacy the remainder of his life, agreeably to his vow, 
there was nothing to divert his attention from ruminating on 
the fate of his beloved fpoufe. The impreffion her death made 
on him was ftrongly charaéterifed, not only in the tortures 
he infli&ed on her murderers, but alfo in all the aéts of his 
adminiltration, which, from their feverity, induced fome to give 
him the appellation ad Pedro the Crucl; by others he was 
called Pedro the oa t: And, upon the whole, it appears that 
the laft title mott properly appei tained to him, 

It muft be allowe i, however, that he punifhed fome offences 
lyin cafesof adultery In all tranf- 
ereffions of this nature, his laws were more rigid than thofe of 








Solon, as will appear by the foliowins inflances: Heordereda 
man to be hanged for h ving had communication with a 
womaii previous tohis marriage withher.s Another, detected 
in the act of adultery, was, with his miftrefs, committed to the 
flames. A friar, who was dilcovered to be the father of a boy 
Who ftruck his nominal tather, was putinto a cafe formed of 
cork, and fawed through the-body, 


T 
R 2 Now, 
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Now, it is furprifing that Don Pedro himfelf fhould have 
been guilty of fins fimilar to thofe for which he inflicted fach 
ignominious deaths on others. Yet fuch isthe fact: Witnels 
his amours with Dona Tereza Lorenza, by whom he had 
that illuftrious character Don John, t:e founder of Batalha 

Indeed, his manner of punifhing other offeaces was lefyre« 
prehenfible. To give an inftance; a gentleman having 
borrowed fone filver utenfils of a countryman, refufed, after 
many folicitations, to return the fame ; upon which the lender, 
finding all other means ineffectual, appealed to the Ki.g, who 
made the gentleman not only return the goods to the owner, 
but alfo pay him nine times their value, the penalty to which 
.thieves were then fubject ; and further made him refponfible 
for the countryman’s life. 

The clergy, who hitherto could not be tried for alleged 
offences but by the ecclefiaftical court, he rendered amenable to 
the common courts of juttice, and punifhed them with death 
when their crimes were capital. When folicited once to te- 
vife the fentence of fuch criminals, and torefer itto a higher 
tribunal, (meaning that of the Pope) he anfwered very calmly, 
s¢ I fhall moft certainly fend them to the higheft of all tribu- 
nals, that of the Omnipotent Being.” 

To prevent all tedious litigations, and the baneful con- 
fequences attending them, he purged the nation of attornies 
and Jimited the procedure of couofellors in fueh a manner, 
that a fuit was determined ina few days. And when the Judge 
was found guilty of bribery, as was the cafe in one inftance, he 
immediately ordered him tobe hanged. In fhort, his inexora- 
ble jultice, and indefatigable zeal tocheck the progres of vice, 
were fuch, that noconfideration of rank, or fortune, or par- 
ticular privileges, could [creen the guilty from the {word of the 
law. ‘The infiuite fervice he rendered the country during the 
ten years he reigned, have left a lafting impreffionon the minds 
of the Portuguele. ‘hey have itill a faying among them, 
“ that Providence either fhould not have feat Pedro, or elfe not 
have taken him away.” 

The two Englith tragedies that have been formed from this 
melancholy hiltory of Ignez de Caftro, are entitied Elvira, and 
Inez de Caftro, 


Review of European Politicks for Fanuary, 1796. 


a N armiftice has taken place, for three months, between 
the French and the Auftrians, with the provifo, that hols 
tilities 
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tilities may be renewed, by either of the parties, on ten days 
previous notice. It is not difficult to conjecture the caules 
of this ceflation of arms, We obferve, that it feeins to have 
originated, not in the political councils of Vienna or Paris, 
but in the breafts of the Auftrian and French commanders 
in chief, more nearly touched with the hardihips of war than 
intriguing courtiers or bawling orators, who regard the opera~ 
tions of war with as much indifference as mcvements in tie 
game of chefs. The general who is himfelf furjected to hard« 
thips, and expofed to danger, fympathiles with his fellow-fol- 
diers of every rank, and, in proportion to the humanity of his 
difpofition, and enlargement of his underftanding, is inclined 
to embrace every opportunity of preventing and of afluaging 
the evils of war, not incompatible with duty and honour. 
Both armies had fuffered incredible Naughter: Both were 
reduced to great ftraits : The generals therefore wifely agreed 
on a ceflation of hoftilities, if this fhould be agreed on by 
their re{pective governments. A natural line of demarcation 


.being drawn, the contending armies have gone into winter= 


quarters. It isa pity that commanding officers on different 
fides, do not oftener take it upon them to accommodate matters 
for mutual convenience and felf-prefervation. It would 
doubtlefs appear avery wonderful f{pectacle to an inhabitant 


-of another world who fhou!¢ be fent as akind of Mercury, to 


our earth, to behold thoufands and millions of men fighting 
and killing one another, as if they were fomany fighting cocks 
and bull-dogs at the nod of a few enervated courtiers, fup- 
ported by the gable and fophifiry of a {mall phalanx of men 
in wigs and bands, and black gowns, 

Although we do not reft very much on the argument for 
peace, drawn from the inability of the French to continue the 
war, we, for our parts, are of their opinion who pro. nofticate 
an approaching peace ; and that on the general ground, which 
itis needlefs to fay we take to be-rifing ground, that truces, 
in all late wars have, with certainty, Jed to and terminated in 
peace. ‘The truce of even twelve years, between Spain and 
the Seven United Provinces in 1609, was followed in 1621 
bya war that was continued for 30 years in Germany, and tere 
minated only in the peace with Weftphalia. But 12 years 
isa very great portion of that period, during which only proud 
and ambitious ttatcs obferve peace with one another even after 
the moit formal treaties moft folemnly ratified. The caufes 
why that truce were broken, may be traced, too, to the pecu- 
liar haughtinefs and pride of the Spanifh monarchy, then un- 

broken, 
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broken, and unimp ait ed. Befides, the powersof Europe have 
> saksags b , t 

made fome progre s in calculation : Which, undoubtedly, has 

fome tendency to pacification 1, though it ought to have a great 





Ww hen once the paffions of Princes and people on both fides, 
have fo far fubfided, as to agree to a truce, they are ina fair 
way to peace. It is but a progrefiion of the fame. train of 
ideas, ot the fame courfe of fentiments and defires. The 
public mind fixed, and breeding over the inviting afpect of 
peace, falls more and more in love with it; forms all its plans 
on the idea of pofled , and s gradually diipofed to make far- 
ther and farther facrifices in order to obtain her. On this 
general ground we are in clin ed to think that the prefeni truce 
between the Auftrians and the French will be terminated ina 
forma! pacification; and alfo, that peace will be followed, 2 
cect diftance, between France and Great Britain. The 
minds of the French, who do nothing by halves, becoming 
fomewhat pacific, will foon become, for a time, extremely pas 
cific. They will be ready, we think, to accept re: fonable 
terms of peace; as we, on our part, will alfo, no doubt, be 


seady to grant them. 


GERMANY. 

The Emperor has fequeftrated the revenues of the Palati- 
nate until he be indemnificd in the expences of retaking 
Manheim, bafely given up to the French. This appears to 
be a very natural and juttifiable policy. No%hing is more 
probable than that the Emperor will obtain the Palatinate or 
Bavaria as the price of peace, the heres h the Netherlands, 
with Holland, and the En: glifh the foreign pofieffions of the 
Dutch. Thus each of the rary great belligerent powers, at 
the end of the war, have made conqueits, not from their enes 
mies, but their friends, As to Great Britain, particularly, it 
is mott palpable, that her principal fuceefles, in the prefeat 
war, have been cwing not to the fuccefs, but the failure of her 
mealures. She t began with land war. This being utterly 
hopelefs, fhe bent her ftrength to naval exe rtions : And, have 
ing been unable to prote é& her all yy the Stadtholder, and the 
Dutch, fhe came in fora thare in the wrecks of their fortune 


POL AN OD. 

Though Poland feems to have loft its exiftence among the 
nations, certain recent appearances indicate fume degree al 
probability that fhe may again become, perhaps at no gre 
ts) ciftance 
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diftance of time, a fcene of warlike conteft. Differences 
have arifen between the Auftrians and Pruffians about the pa- 
latinate of Cracow; and the Emperor complains of the injuf> 
tice done to the Auftrians in dividing the common unten of 

1793.-—Poland was ruined by the friend{hip and protection of 
France, jult as Holland has been by thofe of Sialts 

+ URARSB Ve 

Great pre aoe for war are going on at Conftantinople ; 
and General Suwarrow is appointed to the command of a 
Ruffian oa againft the Perfians. Is it the object of the 
Emprefs to force a fet:lement on the eaft fide of the Cat {pian, 
that may open a near communication by land with the northern 
nations of India? Or does fhe mean, under this veil, to raife 
a force, with which, in the Janguor that ufu wid follows great 
exertions in war, to fall fuddenly on the Turks, the Pruffians, 
or the Swedes ? 


SWEDEN and DENMARK. 

Thefe countries, notwithftanding the combined. fquadrons 
of Britain and Auftria, find means, by falfe clearances and 
colours, and an underitanding with French merchants, in- 
ftructed before-hand where they may be captured, to fend fups 
plies of ali kinds to the republic. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
The expedition againft the Weft-Indies has been farthee 
retarded by the adveriity of the clements. The internal af- 
pect of her affairs, to purfue a metaphor fuggetted by & 
feas, has been for fome time troubled, en ? 





A fearcity of grain; an accum on d, in th 
ig ‘cme. t 2A i . ot. 
midit of difficulty and diftrefs, filence impofed on the fhip’s 


crew, accuitomed to give vent to unplealant emotions ia the 
way of declamation, 

it muft be owned by every candid mind, that there was 
danger in allowing an unreftrained freedom of haranguing 
the populace. — There is dangers either way: Danger in.a ten- 
dency to anarchy, and danger in a teudency to detpotifm.—Ot 
the two bills alluded to, we fhall only fay, now they have 
patled into adts of the legiflature, that there feems to be a very 
ferious and general difpolition to apply to Parliament for their 
repeal, and crafing them from our political conftitutions and 
hittory, 





The 
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The truth is, that if, on the one hand, it be the nature of 
power to mount with hafty fteps, into the throne of defpotifm, 
itfeems to be infeparable from liberty, on the rs to pufh 
its claims beyond a juft and reafonable degree of freedom. If 
it fhould not, therefore, be allowed, and it is not we believe 
generally alowed, that the Jate unpopular bills, now acts of 
Parliament, w ab lolutely neceflsry for internal pe ace, and 
i fafety of his Majetty’s perfon, ftill it will be granted, by the 

andid, that they may, and we fuppofe that they did, originate, 
not from any defign of extending the royal prerogati ve, but 
from an actual apprehenfion of danger. ‘The danger now to 
be guarded ag raisnft from the operation of thefe > laws, i in our 
judgement, does not confitt fo much in any reftraint or check 
they may impofe on the prefentation to the legiflature of any 
petitions for the repeal of obnoxious laws, or the redrefs of 
grievances of any kind, as in the tendency they have to cruth 
and evervate the foirit of liberty, “The coofequences of many 
innovations are not perceived at firft, otherwile they would be 
ae refifted. By the time they are perceived, cule 
tom and habit have wer re {them lefs odious and intolerable 
Authorities rife into abfolute dominion by flow degrees: By 
acceffions and diftant encroachments, cach of which, fingly 
confidered, feemed of little importance. The vanity of re- 
fiftance at lalt breaks the ipirit of the people, and difpofes them 
to unreferved fubmiffion. ‘The political importance of the 
peo; ic being wholly gone, they are degraded more and more 
and fubjcctec to greater and greater oppreffion and infult. 

The Poles were originally a free people, and retained 
fierce — ndence of Sarmatian hordes for centuries. The 

domineering ipirit ef the Roman Catholic rcligion, concur 







the 


ring with teudal tyranny, gave an ealy victory to clergy and 


novility over the livertics of the people. hey were excluded 
from tne diet of election. Che abridgment of perfoaal lis 
berty quickly folio ed the kfs of political confequence 


‘They were oridually deprived of the rights of men as well as 
b t 5 
i : : ; 
citizens. ‘“Uhere is no room for apprehending the formas fe 
ftoration of piecial flavery; but from fome late circude 
ftances, there is realon to fear, that the poor, that is, the great 
niafs of the people, inay become lJefS and leis objects of cons 


d 


ri 
' 


cern to the laws, and committed to the voluntary charity, @ 
conlequently, to the cifpofal of sich and lordly individuals. 
We may yet be permitted to obferve, that on fundry occa 
Y} 


fions, the .o:ce of the people, however informally exprefled 
has beca of great public utility. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


T the laft monthly meeting of the Managers of the 
Royal Humane Society, the ‘following inftance of refuf- 
detent ‘as read: 

A man fuddenly -feized with fpafm and hemorrhage: in 
Chaucery- lane 5 Mr. Qgilvie’s aflittant attended, but being 
diffident of his own abilities, requefted profeiiional gentlemea 
inthe neighbourhoood to be called i in, whofe opinions were, 
that he was paft the powers of medicine, and would dicin a 
few hours; which event toall appeararice happened at twelve 
o'clock. Mr. Strickfon, the affiftant alluded to, faid he would 
try the plans of the fociety which, through perfeverance, and thé 
blefling of Providence, reftored the man to life, and he is re« 
turned ¢o his home ia comfortable. health. 

“ We, whofe names are fublcribed, were witnefles of the 

afliduity and perfevering fpirit of Mr. Strickfon, and bez leave 
tocommend his merit to the notice and approbation ¢ of the 
Royal Humane Society. 
s* WILLIAM DELLWELL, 
“« JAMES THOMAS. 
“* JOHN HODGSON.” 








Anfver, by F. Gillard, of South Molton, ta the Pupil’s Rebus, ine 
ferted Otober 5. 


Noe as Scripture doth tell, 
Would not be reftrain’d trom worthipping Bell. 

ttt We have received the like anfwer from J. Turner, of 
of Langport 5 J. Bodkin, of Heathitock; J. Sibly, near 
Bodmin; and J. Field, junior, of Staverton. 





Anfwer, by W. Goyne, of Lifkeard, ta F. Gilliard’s Charade, ine 
ferted October 19. 


NGENIOUS YOUTHS, while you are in your prima, 
SUNDAY, the Chriitian Sabbath, keep betime; 
While here on earth in virtue’s caufe be wile, 
And endlefs blifs will be the endlefs prize. 


I$] Wehave received the like anfwer from T. Welch, of 
Bridgwater; T. J. B. Chivers, of Auftell; a youth of St 
Hillary ; 3 and T. Whicker, of Exon. 

Vou. XXVIII. 678, § An five 


JWer, 
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Anfiver, by N. Coles, junior, of Crediton, to I. Pafmore’s Enigma, 
inferted Ogtober IQe 


WV EMORY moft ufeful is to man, 
And forms a pleafing part of nature’s plan. 
*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. Goyne, of 
Lifkeard; a youth of St. Hillary; T. Whicker, of Excter; 
and J. Field, junior, of Staverton. 





4 QUESTION, by P. Gadd, of Taunton 


UPPOSE I ercéta ftraight pole 12 feet-11 inches long, 
perpendicular, on level ground, and by the fun it caftsa 
fhaJow 34 fect 4 inches longs Required the apparent altitude 
of the fun’s upper limb at that time, 


4 REBUS, by Tf. a of Beer. 





HE cideft daughter of the fpring, 
Condefcend, ye gents, to bring 5 
Frozen water then declare; 
Anda pure, refined air ; 
The initials placed true, 
— a bird unto your view. 


4 CHARADE, by T. ees “dicot 


OW happy are the charitable few, 
Who hear the widow’s and the orphan’s cry ! 
Or to the opprefled poor do pity thew, 
And with my firit their every want fupply. 


May Dame Fortuna ever on them {mile, 
Aid difappointment ne’er their peace deftroy ! 
The nin my next con tented may they dwell, 
And vile oppreflion ne’er their peace annoy ! 


If Heav’n to thofe doe’er a plenty give, 

May they e’er learn to tafte another’s woes ! 
And freely give unto the poor who live 

Within my whole; Which to the world difclofe. 


9 POETRY. 
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ANEW YEAR’s ADDRESS «# a FRIEND. 
t 2 ££ FF 2 & & 


HE tree, whofe limbs o’erhang the rifing lawn, 
And fhade the brook that brushes o’er the dale ; 

Spreadsevery branch to fip the filver dew, 
Which wets his leaves, and ornaments his mofs 
In drops more brilliaat than the orient pearl, 
Or pureft coral of the briny deep. 
In early life this tree his opening buds, 
His bloffoms {weet, and blooming flowers difplay’d 
Wath’d in a fhower, he now hangs down his head, 
And weeps for all his blufhing honours loft ; 
Stripp’d by the tempefts of the northern blaft, 
Which left him naked in his hoary age. 


For you, my friend, the chearful mufe implores 
The choicett blefiings of the growing year ; 
Safe from the ravagesof wafting time, 

Of fell difeafe, and withering jorrow’s power, 
May you enjoy the rofes of the {pring, 

In youth, in manhood, and declining years! 


a ee 


For rHeE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
W I N > E R. 


HERE hall I thelter from the rage 
Of woe, and elemental ftrife ? 
What can the feafon’s gloom afluage, 
Or chafe the crowding cares of life? 


O’er the bleak mountain’s tow’ring pride, 
The winds their ficecy treafures thed, 

And whiftling by the brown hill’s fide 
Endear the peafant’s homely bed. 


The humble tenant of the cot, 
Awhile in hoary durance pent, 
Yet grieves not at his bondag’d lot, 
Por him Heav’n cheering health has fent. 


Whilft yonder rifted oaks lie low, 
Proud triumphs of the howling blaft, 
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By the loud winds that ceafelefs blow 
T : “arrearage 
The failor on the ftrand 1s cait. 


Sonte defolation marks each hoar, 
Where winter fteels the feythe of time 3 
And yonder clouds that dlackly lour, 
Deprive the village of her prime. 


Death to the vegetable world, 
Who wage with nature endlefs war; 
Around wide devaftation’s harl'd, 
Thick flying from thy frozen car. 


Yet midft thy moft defpotic fway 
The cottagers forget thy power ; 
And by an artificial day, 
In feitive pleafures pafs the hour. a 


Unlike, alas! my haplefs fate, 

4 A mental winter I behold ; 
And whilft the tempett is elate, 4 
The comforts of my mind are cold. 


Louifa! vi&im to difeafe, [F 
Leaves me to racking fears a prey 3 
And conttant, thro’ fucceffive days, 
I range the fhades of mifery. » 


Oh; Great Difpofer of the Year ! 


Tho’ the hoarfe north unceafing roar ; bare 
Imagination’s horrors cheer, the 
Aad pain me with defpair no more. the 

m : 

forn 


With health ador’d Louifa blefs ; 





With hope my bleeding bofom heal ; meft 

The an ith of my heart fupprefs, auth 

And bid me love and rapture feel. fand 
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VERSES o a KISS, didip 

fures, 

I UMID (feal of foft affections, whon 

Tend’reit pledge of future blifs, that | 

Deareit tieof young connexions, rather 


Love’s firft {now-drop, virgin kifs! 
P & 


herfel 

Speaking filence, dumb confeffion, the yo 

Paflion’s birth, and infants’ play, to put 
Dove-like fondnels, chafte conceflion, an 

Glowing dawn of brighter day ! . 

Counc; 

rather 


Sorrowing joy, adieu’s laft ation, 

When ling’rings lips no more muft join > Vo! 
What words can ever {peak affection 
So thrilling and fincere as thine ? 








